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• The draft of the new RK EC was developed
based on the experience of the countries of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD / OECD).

• The RoK EC of 02.01.2021 shall enter into
force on 01.07.2021.

According to Article 1 of Chapter 1, "This Code regulates social relations in

the field of interaction between man and nature (environmental relations)

arising in connection with the implementation by individuals and legal

entities of activities that have or can have an impact on the environment."



New Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, January 2, 2021

The relevance of this topic is obvious, the updated version of this 
fundamental environmental document is aimed at:

• further greening of all spheres of activity of society,

• solving problems of environmental safety,

• promotion along the path of sustainable development and the 
introduction of "green" management mechanisms.

On January 2, 2021, the Head of State Kassym-Zhomart Tokayev signed 
the new Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan, as well as 
the Law “On Amendments and Additions to Certain Legislative Acts of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan on Environmental Issues”.

The new Environmental Code of the Republic of Kazakhstan has many structural 
and, most importantly, substantive differences from the Environmental Code of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan, January 9, 2007. It interprets the norms of 
environmental law in more detail and consistently, consists of 3 parts, 24 
sections and 418 articles, in addition to the general, special parts, a new 
special part and 4 applications.
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New Environmental Code of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan and environmental safety
• Almost all articles of this document, which raises the key issues of reforming the policy

of the environmental regulatory and environmental mechanism of environmental law,
are aimed at addressing issues of environmental security of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

• Article 4. Ecological safety and ecological bases of sustainable development of
the Republic of Kazakhstan

• Sustainable development is the social and economic development of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, achieved without violating environmental sustainability, while ensuring
environmental safety and environmentally balanced use of natural resources in order to
equitably meet the needs of present and future generations….

• Environmental security as an integral part of national security is understood as the
state of protection of the rights and vital interests of a person, society and the state from
threats arising from anthropogenic and natural impacts on the environment.

• Article 7. Quality of the environment

• The environment is considered favorable for human life and health if its quality ensures
environmental safety and the natural balance of the natural environment, including the
sustainable functioning of ecological systems, natural and natural-anthropogenic objects
and natural complexes, as well as the conservation of biodiversity ....



Category EC RK,2007 New EC RK

Structure of the EC 

RK 

2 parts - general, 

special parts (326 

articles)

3 parts - 418 articles

The general part - the scope of regulation, purpose, objectives, principles,

subjects and objects, rights and obligations of subjects; environmental

information; environmental assessment, environmental permits, etc.).

A special part is environmental requirements for environmental

protection components (protection of atmospheric air; ozone layer; surface

and ground water; land (soil); fauna; flora; etc.), government regulation,

adaptation to the effects of climate change, etc.

Special Part - International Legal Aspects, Liability for Environmental

Offenses, Dispute Resolution, Final and Transitional Provisions

Appendixes -4

1. List of types of proposed activities and objects for which it is mandatory

to conduct an EIA / screening of the impacts of the proposed activity

2. Types of planned activities, on the basis of which objects that have a

negative impact on the environment are classified as objects of I, II or III

categories

3. List of areas of application of BAT

4. Standard list of environmental protection measures



Environmental 

legislation vector EC RK,2007

- The environmental policy is aimed at 

ensuring the environmental safety of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan - protection from 

threats associated with anthropogenic and 

natural impacts on the environment.

New EC RK

- Promotion of sustainable development of the country in the field of 

environmental protection, the use of "green" technologies and an integrated 

approach in solving environmental problems

Principles of 

environmental 

legislation

- only a list of principles, their essence is

not disclosed.

- the list does not fully comply with the

principles of international environmental

law (the principle of public participation).

Preventive character vs elimination of the consequences of

environmental damage

- “Polluter pays” principle

In accordance with the “polluter pays” principle, a person whose actions or

activities caused environmental damage is obliged to fully and at his own

expense remediate the components of the natural environment that suffered

environmental damage.

- remedial principle

Environmental damage is subject to full remediation. If it is impossible to

completely eliminate the environmental damage caused, its consequences should

be minimized as far as possible. To the extent that the consequences have not

been eliminated or minimized, their replacement is ensured through alternative

remediation.

- the principle of prevention

Any activity that causes or may cause environmental pollution, degradation of

the natural environment, causing environmental damage and harm to human

life and (or) health, is allowed within the limits established by this Code, only if

the source of impact on the environment of all necessary measures to prevent the

occurrence of these consequences.



Responding to the global challenges of our time, a new chapter 22 “Public 
administration in the field of adaptation to climate change” has been introduced 
into the document under consideration, which involves multi-level work on 
assessing vulnerability to climate change for planning, developing and 
implementing adaptation measures.

• Taking into account the advanced international experience of the countries of
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), the
principles of "polluter pays", "corrects" and "prevents" have been introduced,
which indicates the preventive nature of eliminating the consequences of
environmental damage.

•

Industrial enterprises and other users of natural resources will necessarily provide
compensation for damage caused to the environment, but now they are paying fines and
continue to pollute.

• Responsibility for illegal felling of trees is also increasing, while the amount of the
administrative fine has been increased by 5 times, and in case of a repeated offense or
felling in specially protected natural areas, large enterprises will be fined up to 1,500 MCI.

• Consequently, the new version of the Code strengthens the responsibility of
users of natural resources for pollution and causing any other damage to the
environment!



BEST AVAILABLE TECHNOLOGIES (BAT)

• A real opportunity to improve the environmental situation in the 
country is the introduction of the best available technologies (BAT), so 
the new Code requires users of natural resources to introduce such 
technologies in order to reduce emissions.

• To do this, industrial enterprises undergo a technological audit, which 
will determine the technologies, the use of which will reduce 
emissions into the environment. BAT sectoral reference books (2025) 
will be developed, on the basis of which it is planned to issue 
integrated environmental permits. Enterprises will implement BAT 
in accordance with the environmental efficiency program within 10 
years. At the same time, enterprises that have implemented BAT are 
exempted from paying for emissions. In the event that they do not 
switch to BAT, their emission charges will increase, which contributes 
to the motivation of nature users to technological innovations in favor 
of the environment!



Integrated

Environmental

Permit (CEP)

- users of natural resources have the right to

choose between obtaining a CEP (BAT) and

a permit for emissions into the

environment.

- 0 (ZERO) applications for the issuance of

the CEP for 10 years of the introduction of

the CEP - no incentive for enterprises to

obtain the CEP.

- The EC RK 2007 contains an incorrect

conceptual apparatus (for example, the

definition of the term “comprehensive

environmental permit” as a document

certifying the right of a nature user to carry

out emissions, and not a permit to operate

an environmentally hazardous facility), the

lack of a clear procedure for obtaining and

an effective incentive system, approved

regulatory and technical documents, etc.

Conceptual apparatus:

object operator vs nature user

Preventive character and comprehensive approach vs permission for

emissions

It is mandatory to obtain a comprehensive environmental permit for the

construction and operation of category I facilities (activities that have a

significant impact on the environment - exploration, production, processing,

processing of hydrocarbons, processing of ferrous metals, etc.).

For operators of objects of category II (ie objects that have a moderate impact on

the environment) - obtaining an environmental permit for the impact.

(provision of electricity, gas and steam using equipment with an installed

electrical capacity of less than 50 megawatts (MW);

The environmental impact permit includes the environmental conditions for the

implementation of activities, including: standards for emissions into the

environment; waste accumulation limits, waste disposal limits (if you have your

own landfill); waste management program; industrial environmental control

program; action plan for environmental protection for the period of validity of

the environmental permit; other requirements for environmental protection

specified in the conclusion on the environmental impact assessment (if any).

The Code exempts from obtaining environmental permits operators whose

facilities belong to category III or IV (ie, facilities that have, respectively,

insignificant and minimal harmful effects on the environment).

Operators with facilities of category III are required to submit an environmental

impact statement (printing production, production of soap, finished lek.forms

(without the manufacture of components)

For operators of objects of category IV, the obligation to submit a declaration is

not provided.

(!) postponement of the introduction of CEP until 01/01/2025 (development of the
BAT Handbook)

EC RK,2007                      NEW EC RK



EIA in a new way!

• The new Code also proposes to introduce new approaches to
environmental impact assessment (EIA). Under the current
Environmental Code, such a requirement applies to almost all
enterprises. The analysis made it possible to establish that 80% of all
emissions into the environment are the impact of objects of the 1st
category. These are objects of mining, metallurgical, oil and other
industries.

• In this connection, the new version of the Code proposes that the
requirement to undergo an EIA be applied only to enterprises of the
1st category, at really environmentally hazardous facilities. In
addition, the draft Code provides for mandatory financing of
environmental protection measures at the expense of incoming
environmental payments in the amount of 100%.



Environmental 

Assessment

The main instrument, EIA, is 

mandatory for any types of economic 

and other activities that may have a 

direct or indirect impact on the 

environment and public health.

Environmental assessment depending on the subject of

assessment:

1) strategic environmental assessment (state programs in

relevant sectors, programs for the development of

territories and master plans for settlements)

2) EIA;

3) assessment of transboundary impacts (ESPO

Convention);

4) environmental assessment according to a simplified

procedure (development of draft emission standards for

objects of categories I and II; development of the

“Environment Protection” section as part of project

documentation for the proposed activity and when

preparing a declaration on the impact on the

environment)

EC RK,2007                      NEW EC RK



EIA

(Environmen

tal Impact 

Assessment) 

Mandatory EIA for any activities that may have a direct

or indirect impact on the environment and public

health.

EIA stages:

1) preliminary environmental impact assessment (stage

1);

2) impact assessment (stage 2);

3) the section "Environmental Protection" as part of the

working draft, containing technical solutions to prevent

adverse environmental impacts (stage 3)

List of types of proposed activities and facilities for which EIA is

mandatory (Section 1 of Annex 1 to the EC RK ) - (refinery, gas

processing plant, thermal power plant with a capacity of 300

megawatts (MW) and more) 2) based on the conclusion on the

screening of the impacts of the proposed activity.

EIA stages:

1) consideration of the application for the proposed activity, as

well as in cases provided for by the EC RK, screening the

impacts of the proposed activity (the list of section 2 of

Appendix 1 to the EC RK), (TPPs and other fuel combustion

installations with a thermal power of 50 megawatts (MW)

and more; exploration and production of hydrocarbons;)

2) defining the scope of the environmental impact assessment

(defining the level of detail, types of information, etc.);

3) preparation of a report on possible impacts;

4) assessment of the quality of the report on possible impacts;

5) issuance of a conclusion based on the results of the

environmental impact assessment and its accounting;

6) post-project analysis of actual impacts during the

implementation of the proposed activity, if the need for its

implementation is determined in accordance with the RoK EC

(not earlier than 12 months, not later than 18 months from the

date of project implementation).

EC RK,2007                      NEW EC RK



Waste recycling
• Another major environmental problem is the low processing of municipal solid waste and the lack of 

proper infrastructure for their separate collection and sorting. In this connection, it is proposed to 
introduce the Waste to Energy mechanism, which provides for the incineration of waste with 
subsequent generation of electricity and transmission to the grid, similar to renewable energy sources. 
Thanks to the introduction of this mechanism, the problem with waste processing and the attraction of 
funds from private investors will be solved.

• The issue of the state of solid waste landfills and the increase in the number of spontaneous dumps 
remains relevant. The 2007 Ecocode does not regulate the activities of enterprises involved in 
waste management.

• For these purposes, the new Environmental Code provides for the licensing of hazardous waste 
activities and the notification procedure for the collection and transportation of waste. This will allow 
maintaining a register of specialized enterprises involved in the collection, transportation, processing 
and disposal of waste.

• The presented Code also proposes to move away from the 3 levels of waste hazard and move to the 
European Waste Catalogue. The advantage of the new classifier will be the fundamental 
division of waste into hazardous and non-hazardous.

• With regard to radioactive waste, the new legislation puts forward environmental 
requirements for the use of radioactive materials, nuclear energy and radiation safety, 
as well as for storage and disposal of radioactive waste. However, according to experts, 
additional legal documents are needed to create in the future in Kazakhstan a 
geological repository and a facility for the processing of radioactive waste.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!


